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‘To be taken through this collection is to 
move with buoyant and original poetics, 
politically and linguistically looking towards 
experimentation, but an experiment that 
VLWXDWHV�LWVHOI�ńUPO\�LQ�DQ�LGHD�RI�IULHQGVKLS��
UDGLFDO�HPSDWK\��DQG�FRPPXQLW\��ķLV�SRHWU\�
holds a generosity of self at its heart.
Self here is refracted and stitched back 
together through a capable and masterful 
poetry, and understanding that poems 
can create wayward routes away from and 
towards knowing ourselves and knowing 
RWKHUV��ķH�QHWZRUNHG�SRZHU�RI�WKHVH�
poems travels deep into the groundwork of 
this collection, like a mesh, as we are told 
in the beginning: “Everything is a part of 
everything that is a part of everything else”.’ 

– R ACH A EL A LLEN

‘In Home Emily Critchley presents the 
paradox of extreme subtlety; the poems 
DUH�DOPRVW�XQEHDUDEO\�DSW��ķH\�PDNH�XV�
experience language as the body of thought. 
ķH\�IRUFH�XV�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�ZRUGV�DV�FDXVH�
DQG�HļHFW��DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�KRZ�RI�KRPH��DQG�
to examine what it means to make sense of 
things. Home is an important work of ethical 
urgency and aesthetic renewal.’  

– EDWA R D DOEGA R

‘Invaluable, brave, brilliant, this book is 
care work. Home, in Critchley’s telling, is as 
dangerous and wild as anywhere. Family is a 
VWUXFWXUH�WR�XQIROG��ķH�ZROI��WKH�VKH�ZROI��LV�
at the door, gazing out, not in. She’ll carry the 
polis to safety gently, in her teeth.’  

– CATH ER I N E WAGN ER
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Because we would not heed the Best –
The Worst came unawares. 
He laughed to see our little lives –
He cared not for our cares –

You Fools – He said – You had the Day!
Your god had made you gods –
And all you had to do was Love – 
And all the Rest was Yours.

But Ego would as Ego does
Prevent the Better News
From taking Root – in Gratitude
& Shining forth as Flow’rs – 

Now is it Long Ago – our Prime –
& wintering we see
too late – what spring we held – too light
and so Unspiritually.



Part I
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Tonight
 for Marianne Morris

5fUbidXY^W�Yc�Q�`Qbd�_V�UfUbidXY^W�dXQd�Yc�Q�`Qbd�_V�UfUbidXY^W�U\cU�
1^T�Q^i�TUSYcY_^�Yc�\Y[U�Q�XeWU�]__^�
d_ccUT�Vb_]�dXU�d_`�_V�Q�WbUQd�XY\\��9d�WQdXUbc�c`UUT
in direct proportion to height, 
dQ[Y^W�UQSX�`bYc_^Ub�T_g^�gYdX�Yd��
9d���dXU�dYTUc��

1^T�gXU^�gU�gUbU�i_e^WUb��dXY^Wc�Tb_``UT�
gUbU�Qc�cd_^Uc�Y^d_�dXQd�_SUQ^��2ed�^_g�
Zecd�Qc�dXU�]__^�WQ`Uc��gU�XQfU�be^�_ed
_V�YTUQc�

5fUbidXY^W�Yc�Q�`Qbd�_V�UfUbidXY^W�U\cU�dXQd�Yc�Q�`Qbd�
_V�^_dXY^W��DXU�]__^�]_fUc+�
Sedc�Ydc�dUUdX
_^�_eb�bUWbUdVe\�QSdY_^c��<Y[U�dXQd�dY]U
gU�]QTU�R_]Rc�_ed�_V�\_fU��<YfU�
R_]Rc�cU^d�d_�bY`�ec�gYdX��
CXU�WbUg��?��
Y^d_�Q�cdb_^W�_^U�

1^T�9�[UU`�`_Y^dY^W�_ed�dXU�]__^���
`Qbd�_V�Q�cXQbUT�
c[i���gXY\U�i_e�[UU`�be^^Y^W�Vb_]�dXU�]__^�
Q�`Qbd�_V�UfUbi�_dXUb�
`_ccYRY\Ydi��CdY\\�
YV�i_e�SQ^�cUU�Yd���cXU��
QR_fU��
SbQ^Y^W�XUb�^US[�V_b�Q�RUddUb�fYUg���
gU�]ecd�RU�dXY^[Y^W�_V�dXU�cQ]U�`\QSU�dXU^�
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<Ydd\U�4UQdX�GQ\dj

9^�dXU�XUQbd�_V�XUQbdXc�dXUbU�Yc�XUb���cXU�g_\V��
� gX_���\Y^[Y^W�Qb]c�gYdX�i_eb��bcd�R_b^��
� gX_���cXUTTY^W�TbUccUc��Sb_ccY^W�
RbUUTc�gYdX��
� \UQTY^W�XY]�_^�d_
� _edbQWU_ec�TUQdX�gQ\dj�
Q\\_gY^W�_edcYTU�
gY\T\i�Y^�gYdX�\QeWXdUb�

GX_�_eWXd�d_�RU�QcXQ]UT
gX_���c_]U_^U�cX_e\T�VUdSX�WbQ^T`Q{c�We^�

<Y^Uc�Qb_e^T�dXYc�
XUQbdX�`_\Yc��
� c^QbUc�Q^T�]_e^dQY^�bQ^WUc
� d_^WeUc�_V�]Q^i�TYVVUbU^d�[^YfUc�_V�S_\_ebc
V_b��Ve^�V_b��\Qg���_bTUb�
GX_���gY\\�X_g\�V_b�XUb�`\UQcU/�
GX_���\UQfU�Q�`\QdU�_V�]Y\[�Qd�dXU�R_bTUb/

?�cXU�Y^�g_\V {c�S\_dXY^W��
^_�=_dXUb�^_b�6QdXUb��
dXQd�gY\T^Ucc�Yc*
RbQjU^�g_e^T�TQ^SUb�

?�gU�QbU�^_�gQ\djY^W�cXUU`�gX_
T_Uc�cXU�dXY^[�cXU�Yc/�

<Ydd\U�TUQdX�gQ\dj��\Ydd\U�TUQdX�gQ\dj��
� `bUcSYU^d�_V�TUQdX
� Q^T�cU\V�Ve\�\\Y^W�\Y[U�V_e^TQdY_^c�

dXQd�gU�TYW
d_�RU��\\UT�e`�
gYdX�WbQfU�gQdUb�

GX_�gY\\�c^QdSX�XUb�SXY\T�e`�Y^�XUb�]_edX��
gX_�RUQb�XUb�]Y\Uc�Vb_]�XUbU�

CXU���Q^Y]Q\���gY\\�^UfUb�c`UQ[���SQ^�^UfUb�
dU\\�_V�X_bb_bc�T_^U�d_�Yd�
_^\i�cY^W�Qd�]__^\YWXd
gXUbU�dbQ`c�cXU�[^_gc�QbU�RUcd�\QYT
� KgX_�gY\\�Sbi�V_b�XUb�Qd�dXU�R_bTUb/M
� Q^T�cdbQ^WU\i�TQ^SU�
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Dg_�<Ucc_^c
 for Denise Riley

!
<UQb^�d_�\_fU�i_ebcU\V��cXU�cQYT��Q^T�VeS[�dXU]��
6__dcdU`�Y^�dXU�XQ\\gQi��cXQT_gc�USX_Y^W��DQ[U�X_\T�
]i�`Q\]�Q^T�TbQW�]U�dXUbU��5fU^�dXU�_^U�dXQd�dXY^[c�c_�VQb���
9�g_^{d�]Q[U�Yd�Q\_^U��9�cQYT��BUdbQSY^W�]i�cdU`c�
dXU�\_cd�RbUQTSbe]Rc��GXQd�S_e^dbi�]QTU�i_e/�<_fU�
W_Uc�\Y[U�dXQd��cXU�cQYT��YV�i_e�\Ud�Yd��dX_�c_]UdY]Uc�
d__�bUSQ\\c�TYVVUbU^SU��C_]U�W_T�SQ^�dU\\�dXU�bUcd��
cXU�cQYT��dXUbU{c�^_�]_bU�gXi�_b�\Ucc��:ecd�XQfU�d_�`bUcc�_^�
dXb_eWX�Y^dU^d��UQSX�bU`_bdUT�cU^dY]U^d��DXU�QYb��9�cQYT�
]YWXd�cdQbd�WUddY^W�\UQ^��:ecd�XQfU�d_�VQ\\�Y^d_�Yd��d_gQbT�
\Q^T��\Y[U�dXU�cUQ�\Udc�Yd��6_b]UT�Ri�i_eb�_g^�XQ^Tc��
1^T�dXQd�gQi�Yc�Yd��9�cQYT��XUQbd�VU\d�_b��__TUT/

2 
DXU�RQS[Tb_`�gQc�Q�cUSbUd�
cUSbUd�R\eU��DXUbU�XQT�RUU^�^_�
`XicYSQ\�bQY^�V_b�QWUc�Y\\e]Y^QdY^W�
dXU�`\UQcQ^d^Ucc�_V�dXU�iUQb
{c�V\_gUbc��DXUbU�dXUi�cdY\\�gUbU�
X_gUfUb�gQfY^W��5fU^�YV�VQb�QgQi�
Q^T�Y^�cXQT_g��5fU^�YV�i_e�S_e\T^{d�dU\\�
dXU]+�dXU�bUQc_^�V_b�gXYSX�gQc�
aeYdU�]_fY^W��1^T�S_e\T�Q\gQic�
XQfU�RUU^�bUQT�Q�TYVVUbU^d�gQi��1^i�
gQi��i_eb�bUQTY^W�]U�QR_ed�Yd�^_g�
T_Uc^{d�]Q[U�Yd�Q^i�\Ucc�Q]QjY^W�
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FYSd_bi�2\_cc_]c�
 on an anniversary

?�i_e��]_cd�RU\_fUT�_V��Vdi�dg_�TYVVUbU^d�cUQc_^c��Y�\\\\\�iQ��=UX�]_Y�]YSX��d_�i��iQ� 
� i_eSX���Ec/
2UdgUU^���Yc�dXUbU�^_d�^_dXY^W�gb_^W�
IUc��DXUbU�Yc�^_d�^_dXY^W�
9�]UQ^*�d_�RU\_^W��^_d�dXU�_dXUb�gQi�Qb_e^T�
GXUbU�QbU�i_e�X_]U���QWQY^��_b�Vb_]/�I_eb�dYU�T_Uc {̂d�]QdSX�dXU�cX_Uc���_b�Yc�Yd�RU\d�� 
� ��9�Q]�g__UT��g__��Te��i_eb�dYU���Yd�cX_gc�gXUbU�9�Q]�TbUQ]d
2ed�Yc�Yd�i_e�
4bUQ]c�c`UQ[�d_�]U��dU\\�]U�^_d�d_�RU�QRcebT�
DU\\�]U�^_d�d_�gQ^d�Q�XecRQ^T���i_e��iQ��de�
C_]U�`U_`\U�gY\\�Q\gQic�]Qbbi��\Ud�dXU]�dQbbi��e^TUb�SXebSX\YWXd��dY\\�dXU�]_dX�Tecdc�WUd 
� dXU]�gXY\U�gU
G_^TUb�_^�_eb�[^UUc���RUW+
8Y��GU�QbU�R_dX�c_�[UU^���^Ug���R\eU�
9^�c\_g�c^_g�\YWXd�
BUT�^YWXd��iU\\_g�^YWXd��gXQd�T_�`U_`\U�cQi/
GY^^Y^W�`_U]*�!��DXUbU�QbU�^_�Q^cgUbc
� ��������������"��<_fU�Yc�zaeYdU{�cdbQ^WU�
� ��������������#��FYSd_bi�\QebU\c�QbU
V_b�dX_cU�gX_�`Qi
��`\Qi���Q\gQic�cQi��2ed�dXU^�dXUi�QbU�d_�R\Q]U��2ed�9�\_fU�i_e��
� Y^�gbYdY^W���Q\\�dXU�cQ]U�
1^T�green�Yc�dXU�S_\_eb�_V�_eb�\_fU��1^T�R\eU�Y^�ce]]Ub�* 
9^�dXU�R\_cc_]�cUQc�_b�W_\TU^�gY^dUb�
I�?�E�QVdUb�_^U�gY^dUb��>_g�dg_�
I�?�E��T_�Y^�dXU�c^_g�VQ\\�_V�Q
IUQb���dXYc�fYSd_bi��
9�S_e^d�Yd�_^�]i�UiUc���XQYb�
� � Yd�]_edXc�ec�UfUbigXUbU�

*zDXU�TUQb�UQbdX�UfUbigXUbU�R\_cc_]c�Y^�c`bY^W�Q^T�Wb_gc�WbUU^�Q^Ug��5fUbigXUbU�Q^T�V_bUfUb�
R\eU�Yc�dXU�X_bYj_^��UfUb�r�UfUb�r{���7ecdQf�=QX\Ub��z1RcSXYUT{��Das Lied von der Erde

<YVU\Y^Uc�Y^�_eb�XQ^Tc
d_�WbQc`�TUdQY\c�_V�gXYSX
9�Q]�dbQfU\\Y^W�`Qcd�
c^Q`cX_dc�_V�]icU\V�
dbQfU\\Y^W�`Qcd
Q�cY]`\U�WbQ`X
gXQdUfUb�cY^Wc
dXU�TYVVUbU^SU��@\Q^^UT
\Q^Tc\YTUc�QbU�RUddUb
dXQ^r�<YcdU^��
9�S_e\T�dU\\�
i_e�QR_ed�
^_dXY^W*�
X_g�d_�RYdU�_VV
_^U{c�dXe]R�Y^�c`YdU�* 
RYddU^��bU`UQdUT��R\__T�
SeddY^W�Qb_e^T�
dXU��^YdU
f_bdUh�
GXU^�gU�]QTU�e`�
dXYc�VQ]Y\i
�_ed�_V�cSbQ`c�
QTZQSU^d�cd_bYUc��
Red�gXU^�gU�XQfU�dXYc
`Ub]Q^U^d�bQY^R_g��
c]QcX�dXU�gY^T_gc��\Ud�dXU�bQY^�_VV�
dXYc�`bUSY_ec�dbQY^
dXU�_^U�_fUb�Q\\�5eb_`U��
9dc�^Ug�W_Q\*
Q�cde`YT�QbbYfQ\��
2\__T�dXe]Rc�

* z1^T�dXU�S_^dY^eQ^SU�_V�dXUYb�`QbU^dc{�bQWU{

?ed�_V�:_Y^d
 for Aaron Kent & Ági Lehóczky


