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Fair: The Life-Art of Translation, is a satirical, refreshing and brilliantly playful book about learning the art 
of translation, being a bookworker in the publishing industry, growing up, family, and class.

Loosely set in an imagined book fair/art fair/fun fair, in which every stall or ride imitates a real-world 
scenario or dilemma which must be observed and negotiated, the book moves between personal memories 
and larger questions about the role of the literary translator in publishing, about fairness and hard work, 
the ways we define success, and what it means – and whether it is possible – to make a living as an artist. 

Fair is also interested in questions of upbringing, background, support, how different people function 
in the workplace, and the ways in which people are excluded or made invisible in different cultural and 
creative industries. It connects literary translation to its siblings in other creative arts to show how 
creative and subjective a practice it is while upholding the ethics and politics at play when we translate 
someone else’s work.

Blurring the lines between memoir, autofiction, satire and polemic, Fair is a singularly inventive and 
illuminating book by one of the UK’s most original and admired writers and translators.

For press enquiries please contact Jess Chandler: jess@prototypepublshing.co.uk

Jen Calleja is a poet, writer and essayist who has been widely published, 
including in The White Review, The London Magazine, and Best British Short 
Stories (Salt). She was awarded an Authors’ Foundation Grant from the 
Society of Authors to work on debut novel Vehicle (Prototype, 2023), 
which was shortlisted for the Short Fiction/University of Essex Prize, 
and longlisted for the Ivan Juritz Prize for Experimentation in Text. Jen’s 
short story collection I’m Afraid That’s All We’ve Got Time For was published 
by Prototype in 2020, and Goblinhood: Goblin as a Mode was published by 
Rough Trade Books in 2024.
 Jen has been shortlisted for the Man Booker International Prize, the 
Oxford-Weidenfeld Prize and the Schlegel-Tieck Prize as a literary translator 
from German into English and was the inaugural Translator in Residence  
at the British Library. Jen is co-founding editor of Praspar Press and played 
and toured in the DIY punk band Sauna Youth.
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Book of the Year 2023: Granta, The Big Issue, The London Review Bookshop, The Skinny, Lunate

‘Vehicle manages to reproduce the near-physical thrill of archive discovery while also being a playful, 
resistant and gorgeously compelling game with text and language. Calleja is one of the most exciting
writers working today.’ – Kaliane Bradley

‘Vehicle is unlike anything I have read before, a brilliantly original piece of work, it blew my mind. 
Reading it was like hearing The Velvet Underground for the first time!’ – Camilla Grudova

‘To say that Vehicle is a feminist Pale Fire for the Brexit generation may not be high enough praise for 
this intoxicating, thrilling and endlessly inventive work.’ – Joanna Walsh

‘A high-stakes speculation, an adventure into a new world order as well as the possibilities of the 
novel-form, Vehicle is a feat of ungovernable imagination. Bold, bracing, brilliant.’ – Kate Briggs

‘Jen Calleja’s debut novel towers with ambition that proves justified through Vehicle’s meticulous 
world-building, pin-sharp characterisation and mordant wit.’ – Buzz Magazine

‘With its dashes of, oh, I don’t know, Quin, Pynchon, Chute, Gibson and Ballard, Jen Calleja’s mind-
blowing mix of secret-state hatred of the other, alt culture and written word-power has produced 
a compulsive future classic. I loved Vehicle. Totally recommended.’ – The Crack Magazine

‘If you haven’t read Jen Calleja’s novel yet, then you definitely should... it’s politically insightful, funny, 
formally inventive, and addictive reading!’ – Rosanna Mclaughlin

‘I’m reading Vehicle for the second time right now and it’s seeping into my dreams. What a glorious 
piece of art, I love it!’ – Katy Derbyshire

Fair is also available in a limited special edition, available exclusively to independent bookshops in the UK 
and Ireland for Independent Bookshop Week (14 – 21 June). 

The special edition ISBN is 978-1-913513-79-5.


