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This object, a novel, a letter, a self-realisation project, a final reckoning, a murder and a rebirth, 
a documentation, a work of art, an interactive gravestone… redemption, at last

When Glenn is five years old and his younger brother, René, is three, their father commits suicide. In the void left 
by this incomprehensible loss, the family is shaped by the toxic masculinity of a series of men who move in and out 
of their lives. 

Deconstructing the enormous, destructive power unleashed by suicide, Glenn Bech attempts to find a language 
for a past that refuses to be remembered. Through fragments of poetry, letters, and home-video transcripts,  
The Fathership is a brutal and dazzling work of social realism that stretches the definitions of autofiction to breaking 
point; a sorrowful and furious documentation of a family in crisis and a psychological search for a father known only 
through his absence.

For press enquiries please contact jess@prototypepublishing.co.uk

Glenn Bech is an author and practising psychologist. His debut novel, The Fathership, 
was published in Danish in 2021 and received both the Danish Debut Author of 
the Year Award and the prestigious Blixen Prize for Novel of the Year. He has since 
published two further books, including the poetic manifesto I No Longer Acknowledge 
Your Authority (2022), which earned him Politiken’s Literature Prize. The book marked 
his mainstream breakthrough in Denmark and has sold around 100,000 copies.
	 His writing explores themes of class, conflicting loyalties, marginalisation, 
gender and sexuality, the provinces vs. the city, and healing vs. revenge. He is known 
for his honest, vulnerable yet uncompromising voice, and is a prominent public 
speaker who frequently engages in national debate and appears on television. Bech’s 
books have also been published in Sweden, Norway, and Germany.

Hazel Evans is an artist, writer and translator based in Aarhus, Denmark. She 
translates Shekufe Tadayoni Heiberg, Sigrid Adamsson and Rasmus Daugbjerg, 
among others. In 2025, she received both the Inger and Jens Bruun Translation 
Prize and the John Dryden Translation Prize, and was shortlisted for the ALTA First 
Translation Prize. Prototype published her acclaimed translation of Girlbeast by 
Cecilie Lind in 2025.

The Fathership
Glenn Bech
trans. Hazel Evans

WINNER OF 
THE 2022 BLIXEN PRIZE FOR NOVEL OF THE YEAR

THE MUNCH-CHRISTENSEN’S PRIZE FOR DEBUT AUTHORS 
AND THE DANISH SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ TALENT PRIZE
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PRAISE FOR THE FATHERSHIP

Winner of the 2022 Blixen Prize for Novel of the Year, the Munch-Christensen’s Prize for Debut Authors and the 
Danish Society of Authors’ Talent Prize.

Shortlisted for Bogforum Debut Prize 2022, Weekendavisen’s Literature Prize 2021, and the Montana Literature 
Prize 2021.

‘A tour de force of a debut... A masterful piece... Dazzling.’
	 Jyllands-Posten

‘A giant performance... this is a masterpiece.’
	 Dagbladenes Bureau

‘An oppressive, intense, indelible work [...] A vulnerable, powerful, angry, painstaking manifesto.’
	 Kristeligt Dagblad

‘The Fathership functions as a vehicle for chaotic and painful material that is presented in a way that shakes you to 
the core.’
	 Information

‘A pearl of a debut about living and surviving as a family in the wake of a father’s suicide.’
	 Weekendavisen

ABOUT PROTOTYPE

Founded in 2019, Prototype is a publisher of fiction, poetry, anthologies and interdisciplinary projects.  
With an emphasis on producing unique and beautiful books, we are committed to creating new  
possibilities in publishing and championing the work of new and established voices in contemporary literature.

Recent prose titles include Girlbeast by Cecilie Lind (tr. Hazel Evans), Fair: The life-Art of Translation and  
Vehicle by Jen Calleja, The Seers by Sulaiman Addonia, longlisted for the RSL Ondaatje Prize and Republic of 
Consciousness Prize, Prairie, Dresses, Art, Other by Danielle Dutton, longlisted for the Gordon Burn Prize, and Lori 
& Joe by Amy Arnold, shortlisted for the Goldsmiths Prize and James Tait Black Memorial Prize. Recent titles from 
House Sparrow Press, an imprint of Prototype, include a facsimile edition of Derek Jarman’s only poetry collection,  
A Finger in the Fishes Mouth, which has long been unavailable.

Other recent poetry collections include rock flight by Hasib Hourani, a Poetry Book Society  
Recommendation, Imogen Cassels’ accalimed debut collection Silk Work, and Bhanu Kapil’s Incubation:  
a space for monsters, in its first UK edition. Previously, we published Journeys  Across Breath, the first  
volume of collected poems by Stephen Watts, and Lucy Mercer’s debut collection Emblem, which was  
the Poetry Book Society’s Summer Choice for 2022, and Lavinia Singer’s collection Artifice. 


